AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A process for preparing basic polycondensation 
products, characterized by the following steps: 

a) neutralizing a polyfunctional amine selected from 1 ,4- 
butanediamine, 1 ,6-hexanediamine, N-(2-aminoethyl)-1 ,3-propanediamine, dipropylene 
triamine, N,N-bis(2-aminopropyl)methylamine J diethylene triamine, triethylene tetramine 
and/or tetraethylene pentamine at f i r s t partia ll y or comp le t el y with the aqueous solution 
of an inorganic or organic acid i n a first proc ess s t e p ; 

b) distilling off water i n a s e cond proc e ss st e p ; and 

c) reacting the product obtained according to process step b) in a 
polycondensation reaction with a cyano compound with the release of ammonia at 
temperatures of at least 100° C. 

2. (Currently Amended) The process according to claim 1 , characterized in 
that said inorganic or organic acid is selected from the group consisting of hydrochloric 
acid, sulfuric acid, formic acid and/or acetic acid ar e e mploy e d as sa i d inorganic or 
organ i c ac i d . 

3. (Currently Amended) The process according to claim 1 ef-2, 
characterized in that said cyano compound is selected from the group consisting of 
cyanamide, dicyandiamide, guanidine and/or biguanidine ar e e mploy e d as s aid cyano 
compound . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 te-3, 
characterized in that a solvent or solv e nts ar e is employed for one or more of process 
steps a), b), and c). 

5. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claim s 1 to 4 
characterized in that a said solvent conta i n i ng contains hydroxyl groups ospocial l y 
polyhydric alcoho l s, such as othy l ono glycol, diothy l ono, triethyl e n e or totraothylono 
g l ycol, propy le n e g l yco l , buty l en e s g l ycol or po l y e thy l ene glyco l a s w ell a s a mixture of 
th e s e solvents aro omp l oyed as said solvents . 

6. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 te-5, 
characterized in that a catalyst is employed for process step c). 

7. (Currently Amended) The process according to claim 6, characterized in 
that a metal halide , ospocia ll y z i nc chlorido, is employed as said catalyst. 

8. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 te^, 
characterized in that the water is distilled off in process step b) at a temperature of up to 
180° C, d i st illi ng boing performed und e r norma l pressure or undor vacuum, or at first 
under norma l prossuro and undor vacuum towards tho ond of tho d i st i l l at i on . 

9. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 
characterized in that the polycondensation reaction according to process step c) is 
performed at a temperature within a range of from 100° C to 250° C, e sp e c i a ll y at a 
t e mporatur e w i thin a rango of from 120° C to 230° C . 

10. (Currently Amended) The process according to any of claims 1 te-9, 
characterized in that the polycondensation product obtained according to process step 
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c) is at least partially neutralized with an inorganic or organic acid or adjusted to woak l y 
ac i dic, esp e c i a l ly w i th hydroch l or i c aoid or aoot i c acid . 

11. (New) The process according to claim 5, characterized in that said 
hydroxy groups are in the form of polyhvdric alcohols selected from the group consisting 
of ethylene glycol, diethylene t triethylene or tetraethylene glycol, propylene glycol 
butvlenes glycol or polyethylene glycol as well as a mixture of these solvents. 

12. (New) The process according to claim 7, characterized in that said metal 
halide is zinc chloride. 

13. (New) The process according to claim 8, wherein the water distillation 
step is at least partially carried out under vacuum. 

14. (New) The process according to claim 10, wherein said inorganic or 
organic acid is selected from the group consisting of hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, 
formic acid and acetic acid. 
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